



Religion Beyond Phenomena is an attempt to develop a philosophical religious knowledge which caters for the dialogical demand imposed by the plurality in the modern world. The study moves from the basic assumption that, it is only on the basis of the knowledge of the essence of the religion distanced from its situational form, that we are able to recapture the inner drive of human thought in all its forms. It is on the basis of this recapitulation, that the intuitive human religious thought is brought to the surface of human values. The thesis employs the Aristotelian metaphysical distinction of matter and form to the distinction of the matter of religion and the form of religion. This allows the author to display a clear distinction between the matter of religion and the form of religion. The matter of religion in its plain sense in which this idea is given a form in a certain religious institution like Catholicism. Islamicism and Protestantism is referred to by the author as doctrinaire religion. The author then, holds the position that it is only through the prior recognition of religion in its plain sense that religious dialogue in pluralism is possible. And only when there is a dialogue in pluralism that a possibility for religious co-existence of thought, life and praxis is possible.

